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Welcome to the Firebird Tandem Instructor Course (FTIC).  

 

This Syllabus contains the documents that must be returned to Firebird USA 

LLC to issue your Firebird Tandem Rating. Everything must be filled out with 

proper signatures before we can process your application. 

 

FTIC documents Include: 

Stage 1 

 

- Certification of Tandem Instructor Qualifications / USA  

- Certification of Tandem Instructor Qualifications / Outside the USA &   

- Tandem Instructor Application  

- FTIC Test  

- Parachutist In Command Letter of Agreement  

- Firebird Tandem Instructor Code of Ethics Agreement  

- Tandem passenger parachutist Assumption of Risk Agreement  

- FTIC test jumps matrix 
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Certification of Tandem Instructor Qualification (for USA only) 

Within 10 days of the completion of the Tandem Instructor Certification 

Course (FTIC), the Tandem Instructor Examiner must provide Firebird USA LLC 

this form along with a complete set of the documents referenced below.  

Please have all document legibly filled out for each Tandem Instructor FTIC 

student: 

 

1. I hereby certify that I have reviewed logbooks and other documentation of: 

 

FTIC Student last name. _____________________________ (Print)  

 

FTIC Student first name. _________________________________ (Print) 

 

and that he/she has met all FTIC pre-requisites and course requirements. 

 

Pre-Requisite Documents: 

Please review and sign acknowledging you verified completion/proof of: 

❐  1)  Minimum of 3 years skydiving experience  

❐  2)  Minimum of 500 Ram-air canopy jumps  

❐  3)  Minimum of 100 Free falls jumps within the last year. 

❐  4)  Minimum of 4 Hours of Freefall  

❐  5)  Minimum 18 years old of age. 
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FTIC Documents: 

Please submit these documents to Firebird USA LLC and ensure that you have 

kept copies for your records. 

❐  1)  Tandem passenger parachutist Assumption of Risk Agreement 

(signature witnessed by Examiner). 

❐  2)  Parachutist in Command Letter of Agreement 

❐  3)  Firebird Tandem Instructor Code of conduct Agreement 

❐  4)  Tandem Instructor Application, Stage 1 form completed. 

❐  5)  Stage 2 form completed with additional 3 tandem jumps logged. 

❐  6)  FTIC written test completed, corrected to 100% and signed by 

 FTIC student and Examiner. 

❐  7)  Minimum 18 years of age (Driver License or other Photo ID). 

❐  8)  USPA “D” license or national equivalent. 

❐  9)  Parachuting Instructor, Jumpmaster rating, Coach rating. 

❐  10) Current Class III Flight Physical or Parachuting Physical approved by 

a national association or the military. 

❐  11) Any Tandem Instructor Certifications from other Manufacturers. (for 

Crossover ratings) 

❐  12) Code of conduct Agreement 

 

 

Examiner Signature _____________________________  

 

Examiner Printed name _____________________________ 

 

Date: _______/________ of 20___ 
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Certification of Tandem Instructor Qualification (Outside the USA) 

Within 10 days of the completion of the Tandem Instructor Certification 

Course (FTIC), the Tandem Instructor Examiner must provide Firebird USA LLC 

this form along with the complete set of documents referenced below. 

Please have all document legibly filled out for each FTIC student: 

1. I certify that I have reviewed the logbooks and other original 

documentation of: 

FTIC student’s last name. _________________________________ (Print)  

 

FTIC student’s first name. _________________________________ (Print) 

and that he/she has met all FTIC pre-requisites and course requirements 

listed below: ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS REVIEWED 

 

FTIC Pre-Requisites: 

❐ 1)  Minimum 18 years of age. 

❐ 2)  national expert parachutist license 

❐ 3)  national Parachuting Instructor, Jumpmaster rating or Coach rating. 

❐  4)  Current Flight Physical or Parachuting Physical approved by a 

national association or the military. 

❐  5)  Minimum of 3 years skydiving experience or national requirement 

❐  6) Minimum of 500 Ram-air Canopy Jumps or national requirement 

❐  7) Minimum of 100 Free falls within the last year. 

❐  8) Minimum of 4 Hours of Freefall 
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FTIC Document: 

❐  FTIC Written test reviewed, corrected to 100% and signed by the Examiner 

and T/I FTIC student. 

 

DOCUMENTS TO BE SENT TO FIREBIRD USA LLC 

Please submit these documents to Firebird and ensure that you have kept 

copies for your records. 

❐  1)  Tandem passenger parachutist Assumption of Risk Agreement 

(signature witnessed by Examiner). 

❐  2)  Tandem Instructor Application, Stage 1 form completed 

❐  3)  Code of conduct Agreement 

❐  4)  Stage 2 form completed with additional 5 tandem jumps logged. 

❐  5)  Copy of any Tandem Instructor Certifications from other 

Manufacturers (for Crossover ratings). 

❐  6)  Copy of Photo identification 

 

2. An administrative fee of $60.00 for each FTIC student, along with all 

documents must be sent to Firebird USA LLC.  

 

Examiner Signature  _______________________________ 

 

Examiner Printed name _______________________________ 

 

Date: _______/________ of 20___ 
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Credentials Verification:  

 

It is the candidate's responsibility to ensure the valid credentials of the 
FIREBIRD EVO TD Tandem Examiner before the course begins.  What is the 
expiration date of the Examiner conducting this course? 
_______________________ of 20___ 
 
List the start date of your FIREBIRD EVO TD Tandem Course? 
_______________________ of 20___ 
 
 
You must have a valid medical to participate in the FIREBIRD EVO TD Tandem 
Course.   
What is your medical’s examination date _______________________ of 20___ 
and the expiration date? _______________________ of 20___ 
 

Tandem Instructor Application (PRINT CLEARLY) 
 

FTIC student Information: 

 

Date: _______________________ of 20___ 

 

Last Name:  ______________________________________  

First Name:  ______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: _______ Zip Code:___________  

Country:______________________ 

Tel. : ______________________________________ 

 

Email:________________________________________________________________ 

Height: _________________  

Weight: ________________  

Age: ________________  

Sex: ❐ M ❐ F 
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Experience: 

Years Jumping: __________ No. of Freefall jumps: _________  

No. of Jumps with Ram Air parachutes:_____________ 

Cutaways: How many? _________  

Medical: Exam Date: _______________; Expiration Date: _______________ 

Expert License No: _______________________  

USPA #: _____________________ Exp. Date: _______________ 

Coach Rating: _______________ Hours of Freefall: ________________ 

Instructor Rating: __________________________________  

Tandem Ratings: ________________________________ 

 
Qualification Jumps: 

No.  Date   Location  Passenger  Alt.    Delay   Licensed Witness 

1. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

2. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

3. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

4. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

5. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

6. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

7. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

8.  ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

9. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

10. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 

Examiner comments: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

If Cross-over, please enter manufacturer & number of Tandem Jumps: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

No.  Date   Location  Passenger  Alt.    Delay   Licensed Witness 

1. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ _____ _________________ 
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Applicant acknowledges that they have received Tandem training in all the 

following:  

q FAR 105.45       
q BSR’s pertaining to tandems (USPA)     
q Functionality of Equipment, handle operation     
q Emergencies & Malfunctions      
q Sidespin recovery technique      
q Gear checks       
q Putting on and wearing the equipment      
q Student harnessing per the manufacturer's standards   
q Hook up procedures per the manufacturer's standards    
q Aircraft procedures      
q Exits         
q Freefall procedures        
q Drogue fall procedures      
q Handles checks        
q Canopy procedures       
q Canopy flight and landing       
q Maintenance/Service Bulletins      
q Recommended components      
q Packing the main        
q Handcam requirements       
q Recommendation for Progression    

 

Training Date Range: _______________________  

Location: _________________________________ 

Candidates Full Name: __________________________________________ 

Signature: ____________________________ 

Date: ______________ of 20___ 

 

Cleared for Stage 2: 

 

Examiner: _____________________________ 

Signature: _____________________________ 

Please Print FTIC # ________ 

Date: _______________ of 20___ 
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Firebird TANDEM INSTRUCTOR COURSE 

WRITTEN test 

 

Date: _______/________ of 20___ 

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

EVOT TD Rating Knowledge: 

1) Which qualifications must one have to be eligible to become a FIREBIRD 

Tandem Instructor? 

2) The Stage 1 section of the Tandem Instructor training course consists 

of how many jumps. ____________________        

3) What qualification must the passengers during the Stage 2 Practical 

jumps have?__________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________  

4) To renew a tandem rating, an applicant must have made tandem jumps 

within the last __________months. 

5) If a Tandem Instructor (after probation) has not made a tandem jump in 

the preceding 90 days, what must they do?_________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6) If a Tandem Instructor (after probation) has not made a tandem jump 

within the preceding 180 days, what must they do? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

7) A novice Tandem Instructor must make at least probationary 

jumps?__________ 

8) What is the minimum number of tandem jumps that need to be made 

before using a handcam on tandem jumps?___________  

 

EVO TD Tandem System Operational Understanding:  

9) A packed EVO TD tandem system and student harness weighs approx.? 
________ LBS/KG 

10)  Maximum combined suspended weight for the EVO TD Tandem system is? 

__________________________LBS/KG 
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11) Your tandem instructor/master weight is _____________LBS/KG , 

therefore your maximum tandem student weight is? __________LBS/KG  

12) The student harness shoulder connections (T10 Snap) have a min. 

tensile strength of _______ lbs. Each. 

the lateral connections (Quick Ejector) have a min. tensile strength 

of _________ lbs. Each. 

13) Why is it important to ensure that the closing pin is inserted 

correctly? ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

14) What will happen to the pull force if you pack twists into the 

ripcords below the pin?_________________________________________ 

15) List the Authorized AAD units for the EVO TD Tandem System? 

______________/______________/__________________ 

16) What are the arming altitudes of each approved AAD unit? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  

17) What are the activation altitudes of each approved AAD unit? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

18) Explain the functionality of the lanyard that is attached to the EVO 

TD RSL?_________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

19)  A tandem pair falls approximately ______ MPH with a drogue  

vs. ______ MPH without a drogue. 

20) It takes ___________seconds to fall 1,000 feet at terminal velocity 

with a drogue. 

21)  It takes ___________seconds to fall 1,000 feet at terminal velocity 

without a drogue. 

22) How long does it take to slow the tandem once a drogue has been 

deployed following tandem terminal? _________________________  
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23) What causes the trap door effect to occur? ______________________ 

________________________________________________________________  

24) What problem is caused by a drogue center line that is too short/too 

long?___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

25) How can you tell if a drogue was cocked during packing? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

26) What might happen if you deploy a drogue which had not been cocked 

properly during packing?_____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

27) What might happen if you hold on to or delay throwing the drogue 

after pulling it, instead of throwing it with intent into the relative 

wind?___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

28) What is the purpose of the “safety pin” on the drogue bridle? 

________________________________________________________________  

29) What should you feel immediately upon pulling the drogue release 

handle? 

_______________________________________________________________  

30) What happens if the screw in the drogue disc is loose or missing?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

31)   What length should the exposed kill line be above the grommet at the 

base of the drogue envelope? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

32) Why is it important for the drogue kill line to be calibrated?  How 

often should that happen?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

33) What would happen if the kill line were not attached at the top of 

the main deployment bag, or the kill line were to break during 

deployment?____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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34) Why is it a bad idea to ever reach in front of a student? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

35) Under what wind conditions is the use of a canopy catcher 

warranted?__________________________________________________ 

36) At what altitude should the RSL be disconnected when warranted due 

to winds? 

________________________________________________________________ 

EVO TD Standard Operation Procedures: 

37) Why are procedures the most important aspect to tandem jumping?  

________________________________________________________________ 

38) List the 3 leading causes of tandem incidents? 

a) ____________________________ 

b) ____________________________ 

c) ____________________________  

39) What is the minimum age for tandem students within the United 

States? _________________________________________ 

40) Which administrative actions does Firebird USA LLC require before a 

passenger / student does a tandem jump?  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

41) How often is every Tandem Instructor required to review their 

Emergency Procedures?  

 

42) When should the EVO TD tandem system be pre-flighted? And who’s 

responsibility is it to do a thorough check? 

____________________________________________________________ 

43) Describe the necessary items to include in the Pre-Flight gear check 

(before donning the equipment)?__________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

44) The responsibility for ensuring that an EVO TD has an in-date reserve 

repack and is up to date on any Product Service Bulletin falls to 

whom? ___________________________ 
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45) Per FAA FAR 105.45, What student training is required to be conducted 

BEFORE boarding the aircraft? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

46) List some negative aspects of over training a tandem student? 

______________________________________________________  

47) What additional training must a student be given if they have access 

to the drogue release?______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________  

48) The minimum exit altitude for tandem jumps after probation 

is?_____________________  

49) Why is it necessary for students to have access to their own seat 

belts on takeoff, taxi and landing, AND know how to use them?  

50) List the hookup sequence:  

a) __________________________________________ 

b) __________________________________________ 

c) __________________________________________ 

d) __________________________________________  

51) Explain the negative consequences of having loose student side 

attachment straps on exit?  

__________________________________________________________  

52) What is the proper student shoulder and arm position on exit? 

 _________________________  

53) How long should you take to set the drogue in an ideal situation? 

__________, how about a problematic one? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

54) List the side spin avoidance techniques? 

55) _______________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

56) When should a tandem instructor perform their handle checks?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

57) Why are handles checks REQUIRED on EVERY TANDEM SKYDIVE?______ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

http://www.flyfirebird.com/
mailto:ratings@flyfirebird.com


FIREBIRD TANDEM INSTRUCTOR COURSE 

18 of 48 
www.flyfirebird.com – ratings@flyfirebird.com – FTIC Rev 0, 05/2024 

58) List the procedures for handles check in order of execution:  

a)  __________________________________________ 

b) __________________________________________ 

c) __________________________________________ 

d) _________________________________________ 

e) __________________________________________  

59) Who may do RW with a tandem pair? Which four instructions must you 

give the relative 

worker?_________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

60) Which requirements must a photographer meet before they can film a 

tandem?__________________________________ 

61)  Are pole camera mounts authorized for use on handcam tandem 

jumps?____________  

62) Is backing out of a side door aircraft on a tandem jump 

permitted?__________ 

63) What footwear is forbidden to be worn by either tandem instructor 

or student on an EVO TD tandem jump? ____________________  

64) The minimum “canopy open” altitude is __________ ft. AGL.  

65) List the post-deployment equipment checks & procedures. 

__________________________________________________________ 

66) The minimum horizontal separation under canopy for a tandem from 

any other canopy is __________________________________________ 

67) What circumstances require extra landing training for an 

instructor?_____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

68) What is the maximum degree of turn for tandem canopies at or below 

500ft AGL? 

___________________________________________________________ 

69) Are speed induced turns for landings dangerous?  

____________________, are they necessary?___________________,  
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explain the dangers of inducing speed on landing: 

________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Procedures:  

70) Describe the aircraft emergency procedures for the following: 

a) Below 1500 ft. AGL: 

____________________________________________ 

b) Between 1500-4000 ft AGL: 

____________________________________________ 

c) Between 4000-7500 ft. AGL: 

____________________________________________ 

71) Describe the correct aircraft emergency procedure from 7,500 feet 

and above.  

_____________________________________________________________ 

72) What should you do if you tumble when deploying the drogue and the 

bridle wraps around you or your passenger? What is your terminal 

velocity with this malfunction?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

73) What should you do if the drogue or drogue bridal is entangled with 

your fully open canopy?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

74) What should you do if you accidentally pull the drogue release 

handle before you deploy the drogue?  What can you expect to happen 

after the correct response?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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75) Describe the correct cutaway procedure for a total malfunction. 

______________________________________________________________ 

76) Describe the correct response to an inflated drogue (“in tow”) that 

does not release the main pin during a main canopy deployment 

attempt. What is your terminal velocity with this malfunction?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

77) Describe the correct procedure for a horseshoe malfunction.  

______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

78) Describe the correct response to an uninflated drogue right after 

the initial drogue set?  What is the terminal velocity with this 

malfunction? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

79) Who is solely and completely responsible for the “direct control 

and supervision” of the tandem passenger?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

80) Describe the correct response to a collapsed drogue in tow. What is 

your terminal velocity for this malfunction? 

________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

81) Why is it unwise to show a student your wrist mounted altimeter in 

freefall?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

82) List the primary causes of tandem incidents that resulted in a 

fatality.  

_______________________________________________________________ 

83) Explain the correct way to pull your cutaway and reserve handles 

free and clear of their Velcro pockets.  

_______________________________________________________________ 
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84) What step should you always ensure to do between the cutaway and 

reserve pull sequence?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

85) What would you do if your left shoulder was dislocated, and you 

needed to pull your reserve?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

86) What is the procedure for videographer caught in drogue bridle?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

87) Explain the Post Main Canopy Opening Procedures:  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

88) What can be done, after opening the main, to make the student’s 

harness more comfortable? 

______________________________________________________ 

89) The Side Lateral Connections must be detached, loosened, and 

reattached where on the EVO TD Tandem Harness prior to landing? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

90) Under which circumstances is CRW with tandems permitted?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

91) Describe the procedure for a water landing:  

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Instructor Acknowledgments 

92) Do you agree to refrain from consuming alcohol eight hours prior to 

making any tandem jumps? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

93) Do you agree to refrain from consuming any controlled substances 

without a prescription?  

_______________________________________________________________ 

94) Do you agree to put passenger parachutist safety above all else and 

do everything within your power to ensure the passenger parachutist 

is provided the safest skydive possible. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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95) Do you acknowledge that performing tandem jumps acting as 

instructor is an enormous responsibility and must be treated as such 

on every jump? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

96) Do you acknowledge that skydiving depends on the front line of 

tandem instructors acting in a courteous and professional manner? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

The EVO TD Tandem Examiner has reviewed and corrected this written 

examination with the Tandem Instructor candidate to 100% accuracy. 

 

_____________________________________  

FTIC student signature     Date: ______/_______ of 20___ 

 

_____________________________________  

Examiner signature     Date: ______/________ of 20___ 
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Parachutist in Command Letter of Agreement 

All tandem skydiving is performed under Federal Aviation Regulation 14 CFR 

Part 105.45.  

Therefore, I understand and agree to be bound by the following: 

1. I have read completely and understand FAR 105.45 and Firebird USA LLC 

Tandem Standard Operating Procedures  

(see the most current FTIC Syllabus). 

2. I agree to be bound by all conditions and requirements of FAR 105.45 and 

all conditions, requirements and 

recommendations, as may be imposed by Firebird USA LLC, including: 

• I promise to submit a written record to Firebird USA LLC, within 48 hours of 

all Tandem-jumping incidents requiring a reserve activation or resulting in 

injury or death to the parachutist in command or the passenger 

parachutist. 

• I understand that as a parachutist in command, certified by Firebird USA 

LLC, I am responsible for the control and supervision of tandem jumping as 

described in FAR 105.45. 

• I understand that my parachutist in command certification can be 

suspended or revoked by Firebird USA LLC for cause. I agree to return my 

certification certificate and card to Firebird USA LLC upon written request 

within ten days. 

3. While Tandem jumping is performed pursuant to FAR 105.45, under Firebird 

USA LLC’ certification: 

• I understand that the equipment must be used in a training environment. 

• A prepared Tandem jump briefing must be used (see “First Tandem Jump 

passenger parachutist Training”, in the most current FTIC Syllabus) during 

which the passenger parachutist shall be briefed on the operation of dual 

harness, dual parachute assemblies and procedures to be used during all 

emergencies, an exit from the aircraft, freefall and subsequent landing. 

• The Tandem passenger parachutist must sign a Firebird USA LLC approved 

Waiver and Assumption of Risk Agreement. 
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• The Tandem passenger parachutist must wear proper equipment including 

altimeter, helmet, goggles and have access to a main parachute release 

handles. 

4. I understand that all passenger parachutists must be 18 years old or 

have reached the age majority stipulated in the state the Tandem jump is 

being performed in, whichever is higher. 

5. I further understand that the ramifications of noncompliance are: 

• Revocation of my parachutist in command Certification from Firebird USA 

LLC. 

• Possible suspension of all Firebird USA LLC tandem operations at the drop 

zone. 

• Revocation of privileges to operate a tandem jumping business under 

Firebird USA LLC’ certification or approval from the FAA. 

• Possible disqualification of other FAA approved tandem ratings. 

 

Signed on the __________/_________ of 20___   

 

___________________________    _________________________________ 

Signature:      Printed Name: 
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Firebird Tandem Instructor Code of conduct 

 
The purpose of this Code of Ethics Agreement is to ensure that our Firebird 

Rated Tandem Instructors have a clear understanding of the ethical 

obligation that our Tandem Instructor rating carries with it. By signing this 

document, the instructor consents to abide by the terms of this agreement 

and understands that non-compliance may result in the suspension and/or 

revocation of their Firebird Tandem Rating. 

 

By signing below, the Firebird Rated Tandem Instructor agrees to: 

1. Maintain a current FAA Class III Medical or equivalent Certificate. 

2. Only allow Tandem passenger parachutist that are 18 years old, or have 

reached the legal age of majority whichever is higher. (USA) 

3. Securely fasten passenger harness in accordance with manufacturer 

recommendations without deviation. 

4. Provide the tandem passenger parachutist with 3 independent passenger 

harness inspections: 

First – At the conclusion of the gear up process. 

Second – Prior to boarding the aircraft. 

Third – Prior to exit of the aircraft. 

5. Perform stable exits into the relative wind. 

6. Fly in a belly to earth orientation. (No freeflying) 

7. Submit a Firebird Tandem Incident Report to Firebird USA LLC within 48 

hours on any jump with a reserve parachute activation or caused injury or 

death to either an instructor or passenger parachutist jumper. 

8. Follow Firebird USA LLC re-currency requirements. 

9. Refrain from any form of sexual harassment. 

 

FIREBIRD USA LLC 

WITNESS - FTIC Examiner:   FTIC student: 

Signature: ___________________   Signature: _____________________ 

Print Name: ___________________  Print Name: _____________________ 
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If needed the Stage 2 document can be torn out and kept logging your jumps, 

just remember to send it to Firebird USA LLC within 10 days! 

Remember to send in all required documentation with this booklet: 

FTIC Documents required to be sent into Firebird for Instructors in the USA 

and : 

❐  1) Tandem passenger Assumption of Risk Agreement (signature witnessed 

by Examiner). 

❐  2) Parachutist in Command Letter of Agreement 

❐  3) Firebird Tandem Instructor Code of Ethics Agreement 

❐  4) Tandem Instructor Application, Stage 1 form completed. 

❐  5) Stage 2 form completed with additional 3 tandem jumps logged. 

❐  6) FTIC written test completed, corrected to 100% and signed by FTIC 

student and Examiner. 

❐  7) Minimum 18 years of age (Driver License or other Photo ID). 

❐  8) FAI expert parachutist license (i.e. USPA “D”, Canadian “C” or 

equivalent). 

❐  9) Parachuting Instructor, Jumpmaster rating, Coach rating. 

❐  10) Current Class III Flight Physical or Parachuting Physical approved by 

a national association or the military. 

❐  11) Any Tandem Instructor Certifications from other Manufacturers. 

(Crossover) 
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FTIC Documents required to be sent into Firebird for instructors outside the 

USA and : 

❐  1) Tandem passenger parachutist waiver 

 (signature witnessed by Examiner). 

❐  2) Tandem Instructor Application, Stage 1 form completed 

❐  3) Code of Ethics Agreement 

❐  4) Stage 2 form completed with additional 3 tandem jumps logged. 

❐  5) Copy of any Tandem Instructor Certifications from other 

Manufacturers (Crossover). 

❐  6) Copy of Photo identification 

 

 

Mail to: 

 

FIREBird usa  

1405 Flightline Blvd  

Suite 21 

Deland FL 32724 

USA 
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Congratulations on your successful completion of Stage 1 of the Firebird 

Tandem Instructor Course. 

 

Stage 2 is designed to help Tandem Instructor FTIC students transition from 

the Examiner controlled learning environment of the Course, to the 

practical reality of assuming the responsibility of making safe Tandem 

Jumps with first jump passenger parachutists.   

 

Stage 2 jumps may be made with or without a FTIC Examiner being present.   

 

During Stage 2 you are obligated to make three Tandem Jumps. These are in 

addition to the qualifying Tandem Jumps that you made in Stage 1.  

 

If the Examiner has required you to make additional jumps in Stage 1, then 

those may not be counted towards your Stage 2 jumps. 

 
I. Operating Rules for Stage 2 

1) All jumps shall be made in accordance with the FAA FAR 105.45 

2) The FTIC student must be trained in deployment of the drogue, use of 

his main release, and use of “Safety Handles” are optional. 

3) FTIC students must have 100 parachutes jumps. 

4) Appropriate safety equipment must be worn: Head protection, 

altimeter, foot gear, etc. 

5) An experienced videographer can accompany the tandem pair so long 

they meet the minimum requirements for tandem video. 

6) No relative work. 

7) Log all Stage 2 jumps on the log form below, scan and email to 

Ratings@Flyfirebird.com  

8) Your Tandem Instructor documents will be forwarded to you, and you 

will be placed on our email list to receive all notices of equipment 

updates, and safety bulletins.  It is the tandem instructor's 

responsibility to follow all updates and address any safety 

bulletins. 
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9) Keep a copy of this document. This document will authorize you to 

continue making Tandem Jumps for 90 days from the date on the front 

of this form (signed by examiner). 

 

Tandem Instructor Certification Course Stage 2 

Please Print Clearly. 

Full Name of FTIC Candidate: 

____________________________________________________  

PHONE: ____________________________ 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________ 

CITY: ________________________________ ST: _____ ZIP: ________  

COUNTRY: ______________________ 

 

II. Stage 2 Jump Log 

No.  Date   Location  passenger  Alt.  Delay  Licensed Witness 

1. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ ______________________ 

2. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ ______________________ 

3. ___________ _________ ___________ ______ ______________________ 

 

FTIC students Signature: _________________________________________  

Date: _______/________ of 20___ 

 

Before a Tandem Instructor may make Tandem Jumps with a first jump 

passenger parachutist, Firebird USA LLC requires that he complete both 

Stage 1 & II of the Tandem Instructor Course 

 

Final Endorsement: 

Date: _______/________ of 20___ 

Location: ____________________________ 

FTIC Examiner (print): ____________________________  

FTIC Examiner’s signature: ____________________________ 
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Stage 1: Initial 7 Training Jumps 

 

The Tandem Instructor Training Course requires Training Jumps 2 - 7 to be completed under 

the direct supervision of a qualified Tandem Instructor Examiner. 

 

The first 2 jumps are familiarization jumps and the final (5) jumps are proficiency jumps. A 

maximum of nine jumps are allowed in this phase. 

 

Training Jump 1 (Candidate as Passenger) - Mock Student Training Jump 

Tandem instructor must be an examiner or a current tandem instructor. This jump can be 

done within 30 days of the start of the course, a video of the jump must be verified by the 

examiner. 

• Stable exit from above 7500 feet AGL 

• Set Drogue (within 5-8 seconds), Check Drogue, and perform Handles Checks 

• Candidate performs the following: COA, 3 right side drogue release touches, COA, leg 

extension for 5 seconds, COA, (2) - 90 degree turns (altitude permitting) 

• Candidate waves & pulls right side drogue release by 6,000 feet 

 

CANOPY – Perfect Example 

• Demonstrate a canopy control check with both sets of toggles 

• Demonstrate the procedures for loosening the lowers and reconnecting back to the 

instructor 

• Demonstrate how to loosen chest strap slightly, sit back drill, and position goggles 

as appropriate.  

• Demonstrate a practice flare while instructing the pax “knees up, legs out” for 

landing. 

• Follow a planned pattern over your landing area. Ensure a straight in approach into 

a clear open area no lower than 300 feet 

• Seated landing ensuring instructor contact first 

 

Evaluator Notes 

Evaluators must demonstrate perfect student training protocols to include ground 

training, in-flight, exit, freefall, deployment, canopy, and landing drills. Evaluator must 

pull the drogue release by 5k feet if candidate has not pulled. 

 

Training Jump 2 (Candidate Solo) - Equipment Familiarization Jump 

If Training Jumps 1 & 2 are done during the course, they can be done in either order. 

• Stable exit from above 7,500 feet. AGL 

• Instability drill with a smooth back-to-belly transition 
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• Set Drogue, Check Drogue, and perform a smooth Handles Check 

• While maintaining a heading, make (3) left side drogue release practice touches and 

(1) practice reserve ripcord touch 

• Perform (2) 360 degree turns in both directions (altitude permitting) 

• Wave & pull left side drogue release by 5,500 feet 
 

CANOPY – Familiarization 

• Perform a canopy control check, once with primary then again with secondary 

toggles 

• Do a visual inspection of canopy, front to back, side to side, observe the line 

attachment points of primary and secondary toggles, and collapse the slider. 

• Do a visual inspection of the riser connections, line attachments, 3 rings 

attachments, cutaway cables and RSL attachment.   

• Do a visual inspection of the cutaway and reserve handle. 

• Follow a planned pattern over your landing area. Ensure a straight in approach into 

a clear open area no lower than 300 feet 

 

Evaluator Notes  

Waiver, exam, training application and all other prerequisites must be met prior to this 

jump. 

Candidates must have completed ground training in the following topics: Equipment 

familiarization, pre-flights, malfunctions & emergencies, drogue throwing technique, 

handle checks technique, and scored 100% in a live (in-person) malfunction review to 

include pulling training handles.  Solo tandem should exit after all the other tandems 

and give extra separation as you can expect to get more drift. 

 
Jumps 3 - 7 are Proficiency Jumps (Candidate as Tandem Instructor) 

 

Evaluator for jumps 3 - 7 can be one of the following: Tandem Instructor Examiner, an 

experienced Tandem Instructor (with a minimum of 100 tandem jumps), and other candidates 

participating in the Tandem Instructor Rating Course. Passengers on training jumps must be 

briefed regarding training jump protocols. 

 

Training Jump 3 (Candidates 1st Tandem) 

FREEFALL: Turns 

• Stable exit from above 9,500 feet 

• Set Drogue (within 5-8 seconds), Check Drogue, and perform Handles Checks 

• Perform 1 360-degree turn followed by (3) left side drogue release practice touches 
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• Perform (1) 360-degree turn in the opposite direction followed by 1 practice reserve 

ripcord pull 

• Wave & pull left side drogue release by 6,000 feet and “fly the opening” 

 

CANOPY: Sweet Spot 

• Release brakes and address any routine opening problems 
• Perform canopy control check 
• Identify flight line and other canopies 
• Orient yourself toward the landing area 
• Make student adjustments, have passenger sit back in the harness 
• With both sets of toggles in hand practice staged flare focusing on finding 

the sweet spot (tandem pair under the nose) 
• Continue as altitude permits, allow 10 seconds between maneuvers  
• Follow planned pattern over landing area with a straight in approach from 

no lower than 300 feet 
• Seated landing ensuring instructor contact first 
• Accuracy landing within 100 feet from target 

 

Evaluator Notes 

Candidates must have completed ground training in the following topics: Harnessing, 

student hook up procedures, harness adjustments under canopy, flare technique, and 

scored 100% in a live (in-person) 

malfunction review with a stand-in student in the passenger position. Designate target 

landing area. 

Freefall: If candidate has not set the drogue within 10 seconds, then evaluator must do 

so. If the candidate has not pulled the drogue release by 5,000 feet, then evaluator must 

do so. 

Canopy: Evaluator must practice flaring with the candidate to ensure smooth 

communication and timing of flare for landing. The first landing is guided. 
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Training Jump 4 

FREEFALL - Heading 

• Stable exit from above 9,500 feet 

• Set Drogue (within 5-8 seconds), Check Drogue, and perform Handles Checks 

• Maintain heading within a 90 degrees tolerance 

• Wave & pull left side drogue release by 6,000 feet 

 

CANOPY - Flare Technique 

• Conduct routine opening procedures 
• With both sets of toggles in hand initiate first stage flare, progressively 

transitioning arms to an elbow high position and finishing the flare by 
pushing the wrists all the way down alongside the instructor's body.  

• Repeat drill while leaning forward during the transition (bottom end should 
feel more powerful) 

• Repeat drill while leaning back during transition (simulate having to lift a 
pax legs on landing), ensure to maintain good technique during bottom end. 

• Stop all maneuvers by 2,000 feet 
• Identify areas where you expect to encounter turbulence, including areas 

where you can expect to find lift & sink 
• Follow a planned pattern over your landing area.  Ensure a straight in 

approach into a clear open area free of turbulence from no lower than 300 
feet 

• Seated landing ensuring instructor contact first 
• Accuracy landing within 100 feet from target 

 

Evaluator Notes: 

Freefall: Evaluators should make attempts to take the candidate off heading, 

progressively initiating more challenging inputs. 

Canopy: Ensure flare timing is good and that the candidate is keeping the flare alongside 

their body and finishing it entirely. 

 

Training Jump 5 

 
FREEFALL - Drogue Delayed 

• Stable exit from above 10,500 feet 
• Set drogue 2,000 feet after exiting the aircraft (i.e. 10,500 exit, 9,500 drogue 

throw) 
• Maintaining heading within 90 degree tolerance 
• Wave & pulls left side drogue release by 6,000 feet 

CANOPY - Flight Cycle & ½ Braked Flares 

• Conduct routine opening procedures 
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• With both sets of toggles in hand, slowly and symmetrically apply full 
brakes, fly straight for at least 8 to 10 seconds to establish a constant 
descent rate then symmetrically return to full flight observing the flight 
cycle (approx. 10 seconds) 

• With both sets of toggles in hand go to the half-braked position, hold for 3-4 
seconds and finish with an aggressive flare, observe pitch 

• Stop all maneuvers by 3,000 feet 
• Identify the distance and height in which you can expect to encounter 

turbulence in various wind and temperature conditions, including areas of 
lift and sink. 

Evaluator Notes: 

Freefall: Give candidate 500 feet tolerance to set the drogue, the same applies for 

pulling the drogue release. Decision altitude for a no-drogue emergency is 3,000 feet. 

Canopy: During sink drill, encourage the candidate to make full use of toggles in deep 

brakes. Explain effects on tandem canopy from all turbulence inducing factors. 

Evaluator for jumps 5 & 6 can be one of the following: Tandem Instructor Examiner or 

experienced Tandem Instructor (with a minimum of 100 tandem jumps). 
 

 
Training Jump 6  

FREEFALL: Unstable Exit + terminal 

Unstable exit from above 10,500 feet to include a back to belly transition  
• Regain control within 10 seconds and perform 2 opposing 360 degree turns 

• Set drogue by 7,500 feet (guarantee a minimum of 3,000 feet drogue less 

freefall) 

• Set drogue, check drogue, and reserve ripcord handle checks 

• Maintaining heading within 45-degree tolerance 

• Pull drogue release handle by 6,500 feet 

CANOPY: Turn Recovery to flare 

• Conduct routine opening procedures 
• With both sets of toggles in hand, initiate a turn reversal, begin with an 

aggressive 90 degree turn in one direction immediately followed by a 180 turn 
in the opposite direction 

• Neutralize the turn by matching the toggles and follow through with a 
symmetric flare 

• Notice the forces on the system and effort needed to safely recover and 
achieve the number 1 landing priority, LEVEL WING 

• Repeat in the opposite direction. 
• Stop all maneuvers by 3,000 feet 
• Follow a planned pattern over your landing area with a straight in approach 

from no lower than 300 feet 
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• Land within 75 feet of target 

Evaluator Notes: 

Freefall: Give candidate 500 feet tolerance to set the drogue, the same applies for 

pulling the drogue release. Decision altitude for a no-drogue emergency is 3,000 feet. 

 
 

Training Jump 7 

FREEFALL - Check Out Dive, Cat B  

• Unstable exit from above 10,500 feet 
• Regain stability and maintain heading before setting drogue 
• Set drogue (within 5-8 seconds), Check Drogue, and perform Handles Checks  
• Maintain heading within a 45-degrees tolerance 
• Wave & pull left side drogue release by 6,000 feet  

CANOPY - Stall, Sink/Surge & Sashay 

This knowledge is to be used as a recovery maneuver in case of a Canopy Emergency 
Procedure (CEP).  sink/surge for landing is an advanced maneuver. 

• Conduct routine opening procedures 
• The following should be done with both sets of toggles in hand:  

o Fly the canopy in full brakes and straight for at least 8 to 10 
seconds to establish a constant sink rate in an attempt to create a 
stall, return to full flight and observe the surge 

o Fly the canopy in 3/4 brakes and straight for at least 8 to 10 seconds 
then surge the parachute by going to full flight slowly, flare 4-5 
seconds following recovery 

o Fly the canopy in 3/4 brakes and straight for at least 8 to 10 seconds, 
make a negative 90 degree turn to the right and then to the left, then 
surge the parachute by going to full flight slowly, flare 4-5 seconds 
following recovery 

• Stop all maneuvers by 2,000 feet 
• Focusing on accuracy; Follow a planned pattern over your landing area with 

a straight in approach from no lower than 300 feet 
• Land within 75 feet of established target 

Evaluator Notes: 

Freefall: On exit, initiate a flat cartwheel. Candidate should stop the turn before 

setting the drogue. 

 

Some of the above jumps may be repeated until the applicant meets the performance 

goals as determined by the examiner. Log only the initial training jumps in the spaces 

below. Three extra spaces are available if needed. If the candidate cannot achieve 

satisfactory performance within 9 jumps, the examiner must fill out refusal/dismissal 

criteria form to be signed by the candidate and submitted to Firebird. The candidate may 
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not continue with training and may not participate in another course without completing a 

planned course of training prescribed by the examiner. 

 
Stage 2: Training Jumps 
Passenger for jumps 8-10 can be one of the following: Tandem Instructor Examiner, an 

experienced 

Tandem Instructor, other candidates participating in the Tandem Instructor Rating Course, 

and an 

experienced jumper with a minimum of 100 jumps. Passengers on training jumps must be 

briefed 

regarding training jump protocols. 

 

Training Jump 8  

 
FREEFALL - Practical training jump - Cat A 

• Unsteady exit from above 9,500 feet 
• Regain stability and maintain heading before setting drogue 
• Set drogue (within 5-8 seconds), Check Drogue, and perform Handles Checks  
• Maintain heading within a 45 degrees tolerance 
• Wave & pull left side drogue release by 6,000 feet  

 

CANOPY - Flat turns and ½ braked approach 

• Conduct routine opening procedures 
• Identify other canopies in the pattern and continuously observe their speed 

on final 
• Pull both sets of toggles smoothly and evenly to ½ brakes, perform a 

negative 45-degree flat turn and finish with an aggressive symmetrical 
flare (match & finish), repeat in opposite direction 

• Pull both sets of toggles smoothly and evenly to ½ brakes, perform a 
positive 45-degree flat turn and finish with an aggressive symmetrical flare 
(match & finish), repeat in opposite direction 

• Stop all maneuvers by 2,000 feet  
• Follow a half-braked approach over your landing area, once on final resume 

a full flight straight in approach from no lower than 300 feet, take note of 
glide ratio and landing point if you maintained a half-braked approach (long) 

• Land within 75 feet from the target 

 

Passenger Notes:  
Ensure you have signed a waiver, watched the USPA liability video and have been 
briefed in training protocols.  Give reasonable problems on exit and in freefall.   
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Training Jump 9  
 
FREEFALL - Practical training jump + Cat B 

• Unsteady exit from above 9,500 feet 
• Regain stability and maintain heading before setting drogue 
• Set drogue (within 5-8 seconds), Check Drogue, and perform Handles Checks  
• Maintain heading within a 45 degrees tolerance 
• Wave & pull left side drogue release by 6,000 feet  

 

Canopy - Stacking & Communication  

Before the jump, identify the decent rate of the other tandems on the load and 
compare it to yours. 

• Conduct routine opening procedures 
• If on level with another tandem canopy compare the descent rate and 

determine whether to hold or pass in the stack 
• To hold fly canopy in a half-braked position, attempt to make it is obvious 

that you are communicating a hold 
• To pass do a one tight 360-degree spiral to communicate that you are taking 

the right of way 
• Establish landing order by 2,000 feet 
• Focusing on accuracy Follow a planned pattern over your landing area with a 

straight in approach from no lower than 300 feet 
• Land within 50 feet of target 

 

Passenger Notes:  
Ensure you have signed a waiver, watched the USPA liability video and have been 
briefed in training protocols.  Give reasonable problems on exit and in freefall.   

 
Training Jump 10 
 
FREEFALL - Practical training jump + Cat B 

• Unsteady exit from above 9,500 feet 
• Regain stability and maintain heading before setting drogue 
• Set drogue (within 5-8 seconds), Check Drogue, and perform Handles Checks  
• Maintain heading within a 45 degrees tolerance 
• Wave & pull left side drogue release by 6,000 feet  

 

Canopy - Penetration checks & Crabbing 

• Conduct routine opening procedures 
• Do a penetration check.  In the holding area while flying into the wind while in 

full flight, look down over the ground to see your forward penetration for 
approx. 300 feet of vertical descent. 
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• Making use of the crosswind, crab the canopy to the right for approx. 300 
feet of vertical descent, observe the horizontal distance & trajectory over 
the ground 

• Making use of the crosswind, crab the canopy to the left for approx. 300 feet 
of vertical descent, observe the horizontal distance & trajectory over the 
ground 

• Stop all maneuvers by 1,000 feet 
• Follow a planned pattern over your landing area.  Ensure a straight in 

approach into a clear open area free of turbulence from no lower than 300 
feet 

• Land within 50 feet of target 

Passenger Notes:  
Ensure you have signed a waiver, watched the USPA liability video and have been 
briefed in training protocols.  Give reasonable problems on exit and in freefall.   

 
 

PROBATIONARY PERIOD 
 
An applicant is on probation until he/she has completed 25 jumps, 15 of which are 
made after the initial training course and familiarization tandem skydives. 
 
Requirements for next fifteen (11-25) post course probationary jumps:  

• Minimum exit altitude: 9000 ft 
• Minimum open and flying main canopy altitude: 4500 ft 
• The passenger should be of SIMILAR OR LESSER SIZE THAN TANDEM INSTRUCTOR 
• The MAX body weight for passenger is 200lbs 
• The MAX height for passenger is 6’0” tall 
• No relative work  
• An experienced videographer may accompany the tandem pair, providing 

he/she can exit the aircraft and skydive without interfering with the tandem 
• The passenger may be a first-time student 
• Candidate must log these 15 jumps 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR PROGRESSION 

  

• Passenger size, weight and wing loading should not be increased (per 
probationary standards) until the tandem instructor has demonstrated 
consistent stable exits, stability and heading control during drogue fall, 
and soft on-target landings. 
  

• If the tandem instructor is demonstrating difficulty, they should get videos 
of their tandem jumps and send them to their Examiner for viewing and 
discussion on how to improve. 
 

• Tandem instructor should not change procedures as they were taught by 
their Examiner. 
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• Jumping in high winds is not recommended until the tandem instructor has 
demonstrated on target landings.  An increase in wind limits should be done 
at a pace that allows for the proper development of canopy skills.  It is 
recommended that new tandem instructors stick to a 15 mph max until they 
have demonstrated good accuracy. 
 

• Tandem Instructors should be limited to 5 jumps per day AND 40 minutes 
between loads until they have demonstrated good routine and pace. 
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Crossover training program 

 

1 jump 

 

Crossover Training Jump 1 - Check out dive 

FREEFALL - Phase 1 Check out dive 

1. Unstable exit from above 9,500 feet 

2. Regain stability and maintain heading before setting drogue 

3. Set drogue (within 5-8 seconds), Check Drogue, and perform Handles Checks 

4. Maintain heading within a 45 degrees tolerance 

5. Wave & pull left side drogue release by 5,500 feet 

 

CANOPY - Turn & Turbulence Recovery 

1. Conduct routine opening procedures 

2. With both sets of toggles in hand, initiate a turn reversal aka reverse turn, 90-degree 

turn in one direction followed by a 180 turn in the opposite direction 

3. Neutralize the turn and follow through with a symmetric flare 

4. Notice the forces on the system and effort needed to safely recover to achieve the 

number 1 landing priority, LEVEL WING 

5. Repeat in the opposite direction. 

6. Stop all maneuvers by 3,000 feet 

7. Follow a planned pattern over your landing area with a straight in approach from no 

lower than 300 feet 

8. Land within 75 feet of target 

 

Evaluator Notes 

Candidates must have completed ground training in the following topics: Harnessing, 

student hook up procedures, harness adjustments under canopy, flare technique, and 

scored 100% in a live (in-person) malfunction review with a stand-in student in the 

passenger position. Designate target landing area. 

Freefall: If candidate has not set the drogue within 10 seconds, then evaluator must do 

so. If the candidate has not pulled the drogue release by 5,000 feet, then evaluator must 

do so. Give the candidate 500 feet tolerance to set the drogue, the same applies for 

pulling the drogue release. 

Decision altitude for a no-drogue emergency is 3,000 feet. 

Canopy: During sink drill, encourage the candidate to make full use of toggles in deep 

brakes. Explain effects on tandem canopy from all turbulence inducing factors. 
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Examiner Crossover training from SIGMA 

2 jumps 

 

Examiner Crossover Training Jump 1 (as passenger) 

FREEFALL: Unstable Exit w 2,000 feet drogue delay 

1. Unstable exit from above 10,500 feet to include a back to belly transition 

2. Regain control within 10 seconds and demonstrate stable freefall 

3. Set drogue 2,000 feet after exiting the aircraft (i.e. 11,000 exit, 9,000 drogue throw) 

4. Set drogue, check drogue, and perform handles checks 

5. Maintaining heading within 45-degree tolerance 

6. Pull drogue release handle by 5,500 feet 

 

CANOPY - Flight Cycle & ½ Braked Flares 

1. Conduct routine opening procedures 

2. With both sets of toggles in hand, slowly and symmetrically apply full brakes, fly 

straight for at least 8 to 10 seconds to establish a constant descent rate  

then symmetrically return to full flight observing the flight cycle (approx. 10 seconds) 

3. With both sets of toggles in hand go to the half-braked position, hold for 3-4 seconds and 

finish with an aggressive flare, observe pitch 

4. Stop all maneuvers by 3,000 feet 

5. Identify areas where you expect to encounter turbulence, including areas where you can 

expect to find lift & sink 

6. Identify the distance and height in which you can expect to encounter turbulence in 

various wind and temperature conditions 

 

Evaluator Notes 

Candidates must have completed ground training in the following topics: Harnessing, 

student hook up procedures, harness adjustments under canopy, flare technique, and 

scored 100% in a live (in-person) 

malfunction review with a stand-in student in the passenger position. Designate target 

landing area. 

Freefall: If candidate has not set the drogue within 10 seconds then evaluator must do 

so. If the candidate has not pulled the drogue release by 5,000 feet then evaluator must 

do so. Give the candidate 500 feet tolerance to set the drogue, the same applies for 

pulling the drogue release. 

Decision altitude for a no-drogue emergency is 3,000 feet. 

Canopy: During sink drill, encourage the candidate to make full use of toggles in deep 
brakes. Explain effects on tandem canopy from all turbulence inducing factors. 
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Examiner Crossover Training Jump 2 (as instructor) 

FREEFALL: Unstable Exit w 2,000 feet drogue delay 

7. Unstable exit from above 10,500 feet to include a back to belly transition 

8. Regain control within 10 seconds and demonstrate stable freefall 

9. Set drogue 2,000 feet after exiting the aircraft (i.e. 11,000 exit, 9,000 drogue throw) 

10. Set drogue, check drogue, and perform handles checks 

11. Maintaining heading within 45 degree tolerance 

12. Pull drogue release handle by 5,500 feet 

CANOPY - Flight Cycle & ½ Braked Flares 

7. Conduct routine opening procedures 

8. With both sets of toggles in hand, slowly and symmetrically apply full brakes, fly 

straight for at least 8 to 10 seconds to establish a constant descent rate then 

symmetrically return to full flight observing the flight cycle (approx. 10 seconds) 

9. With both sets of toggles in hand go to the half-braked position, hold for 3-4 seconds and 

finish with an aggressive flare, observe pitch 

10. Stop all maneuvers by 3,000 feet 

11. Identify areas where you expect to encounter turbulence, including areas where you can 

expect to find lift & sink 

12. Identify the distance and height in which you can expect to encounter turbulence in 

various wind and temperature conditions 

 

Evaluator Notes 

Candidates must have completed ground training in the following topics: Harnessing, 

student hook up procedures, harness adjustments under canopy, flare technique, and 

scored 100% in a live (in-person) malfunction review with a stand-in student in the 

passenger position. Designate target landing area. 

Freefall: If candidate has not set the drogue within 10 seconds, then evaluator must do 

so. If the candidate has not pulled the drogue release by 5,000 feet then evaluator must 

do so. Give the candidate 500 feet tolerance to set the drogue, the same applies for 

pulling the drogue release. 

Decision altitude for a no-drogue emergency is 3,000 feet. 

 

Canopy: During sink drill, encourage the candidate to make full use of toggles in deep 

brakes. Explain effects on tandem canopy from all turbulence inducing factors. 
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